
March 8, 2005 ARIZONA DEPARTMENT OF 
ADMINISTRATION

1



ARIZONA DEPARTMENT OF 
ADMINISTRATION

2

History of
Wesley Bolin  Memorial Plaza

• About a mile and a half West of downtown Phoenix, in the 
shadow of the State Capitol, the Capitol Museum and the 
government mall, is Wesley Bolin Memorial Plaza, honoring 
the late Governor Bolin who was better known as the 
perennial Secretary of State.  The plaza covers two 
square blocks of the State Capitol grounds and is the site 
of 24 memorials commemorating the significant events, 
achievements and sacrifices of Arizonans.  On the eastern 
tip of the plaza rests the anchor of the USS Arizona, sunk 
during the Japanese raid on Pearl Harbor in 1941, as a 
memorial to the men who died aboard the battleship.  The 
plaza is a frequent site for political rallies, peaceful 
demonstrations and memorial ceremonies. 
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Proposed Xeriscape
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To create an inspiring public 
landscape that is a suitable 
setting for Arizona’s Capitol 
and monuments and 
demonstrates the beauty of 
Arizona’s native plants, while 
educating the public on the 
benefits of a climate 
appropriate landscape that 
conserves water.
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•Conserve water per Executive Order 2004-28
•Prepare Wesley Bolin Plaza landscape for the Centennial
Celebration in 2012

•Restore axial view to the Capitol and Arizona Memorial
•Improve lighting and pedestrian paths for safety and security
•Partner with the private sector for design and construction
•Education/Demonstration of climate appropriate landscape
•Maintain a park atmosphere with areas for public gatherings



ARIZONA DEPARTMENT OF 
ADMINISTRATION

7

•Save 18% on water usage by July 2006.
•Create a unified cohesive design with an appropriate pallet.
•Re-focus visual emphasis on the Capitol.
•Improve or restore existing irrigation and lighting.
•Remove dead, dying and inappropriate plants.
•Create signage and information kiosk for educational tours.
•Provide amenities, shade, open space and seating.
•Improve security, pedestrian safety, and reduce vandalism. 
•Provide attractive established landscaping by 2012.
•Provide recognition for project participants.
•Identify locations of future monument sites.
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••The project must stay within the boundaries of Bolin Plaza.The project must stay within the boundaries of Bolin Plaza.
••No high maintenance materials are to be used.No high maintenance materials are to be used.
••Project must be integrated with existing irrigation andProject must be integrated with existing irrigation and
electrical systems electrical systems 

••Existing monuments can not be moved.Existing monuments can not be moved.
••Existing electricalExisting electrical utilities to remain.utilities to remain.
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HISTORICAL AXIS

Historical 

Washington Street Axis

Axis Alignment of Arizona 

Memorial and Arizona Capitol
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SCHOOL GROUPS

School groups need picnic areas

A path to each monument for

School groups to follow is needed.
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SCHOOL GROUPS

Improve paths for pedestrians

Educational kiosk needed for tours
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SCHOOL GROUPS

Group seating and shaded areas need to be provided
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FARMERS MARKET

Farmers & Food Market Featuring Arizona Home Grown Produce, 
Specialty Foods, Herbs, Breads, Tamales, Salsa, Jams & Jellies Chef 
Demonstrations and live Entertainment. Every Thursday, 9 A.M. to
1:30 P.M. October 28, 2004 to May 12, 2005 at the West Side of 
Wesley Bolin Plaza.
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WESLEY BOLIN MEMORIAL PARK
SITE PLAN ADDITIONS

Approved, Not Yet Constructed
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CURRENT WESLEY BOLIN PLAZA 
MEMORIALS
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MEMORIALS

U.S.S. Arizona Anchor 

and Mast

Korean War Memorial
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MEMORIALS

Father Kino

Father Braun

Ten Commandments 
Memorial
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MEMORIALS

Arizona Crime Victims

Bush Masters Memorial
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MEMORIALS

Civilian Conservation Corps 
Memorial

Arizona Workers Memorial
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MEMORIALS

Pioneer Women Memorial

Confederate Troops Memorial
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MEMORIALS

Ernest W. McFarland 
Memorial

Martin Luther King Memorial
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MEMORIALS

Purple Heart Memorial

Vietnam Veterans Memorial
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MEMORIALS

Arizona Peace Officers Memorial

Law Enforcement Memorial
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MEMORIALS

American Merchant 
Seaman Memorial

Veterans of World War I
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MEMORIALS

Armenian Holocaust Memorial

Jewish War Veterans Memorial
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MEMORIALS

Desert Storm Memorial

Fourth Marine Division –
World War II
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• Following is a list of plants 
recommended by the Department of 
Water Resources and adopted by the 
Arizona Municipal Water Users 
Association.   

• This plant list is only a 
recommendation and not meant to 
limit the use of other plants suitable 
for xeriscape.


